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London is uniquely a city of power and commerce, and these twin commodities were carried by its waters just as surely and as swiftly as any more tangible cargoes. The original city was, in fact, defined by its access to the Thames, and from the 10th century it was celebrated as a great port and market. The river brought in a thousand vessels and introduced the world to the heart of the city.


By the 16th century there was a daily average of some 2,000 vessels upon it, but for poets and chroniclers it also became the river of magnificence, with royal entrances and civic pageants. The soft and silver Thames has had many admirers.


Real silver, however, was of more immediate concern. By 1700 the Thames was handling 80 percent of England’s imports. By 1930 the port of London employed some 100,000 people on approximately 1,700 wharves.


But the bombing of the second world war, and the great changes of maritime commerce, rendered the old docks superfluous. Yet out of this dereliction, little more than a decade later, rose the shining edifices and refurbished warehouses of the area known as Docklands. 


The river has another aspect. It has always been the great haven for suicides, while along its banks the wretched and the dispossessed have congregated for more than two centuries. The river is, in that sense, a true emblem of the city’s oppression.


As a result, anonymity and secrecy became part of its life. Where the banks of the Seine are endlessly open and approachable, there were stretches of the Thames that actively deterred visitors. Nathaniel Hawthorne considered it to be a river of guilt and despair “hiding a million of unclean secrets within its breast”. It was “dirty” in a most literal sense, too, since for many years all the sewers of London ran directly into its water.


Yet now this ancient river has been renewed. Prolonged efforts at purification have rendered it so clear that salmon, and 81 other species of fish, have returned to its waters after an absence of 150 years. Its outward, as well as its inward, health has also improved. The city has once more turned its face toward the water and restored the river as its living center. The Thames has once more become a river of pleasure, transporting more people than goods, and in the process London itself has been revived.

ACKROYD is an acclaimed biographer (“Dickens,” “T.S. Eliot: A Life”)

and novelist (“Hawksmoor,” “Chatterton”). He lives in London.

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  1ο:

Do you think Ackroyd’s title is successful? Choose two paragraphs and analyze them using your own words to back up your answer. (Not more than 100 words)

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  2ο:
Pick out examples of six (6) suitable words (adjectives, nouns or verbs) which convey information and describe the atmosphere in Ackroyd’s text. (Not more than 120 words)

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  3ο:
Do you think that the last paragraph deserves a serious comment on modern society? Discuss. (Not more than 200 words)

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  4ο:

Compare the emblem of London The Thames with an emblem of another city. (Not more than 200 words)

ΟΔΗΓΙΕΣ ΠΡΟΣ ΤΟΥΣ ΔΙΑΓΩΝΙΖΟΜΕΝΟΥΣ:

1. Να γράψετε το ονοματεπώνυμό σας στο πάνω μέρος του φωτοαντιγράφου αμέσως, μόλις σας παραδοθεί. Καμία άλλη σημείωση δεν επιτρέπεται να γραφεί.  Κατά την αποχώρησή σας να παραδώσετε μαζί με το τετράδιο και τα φωτοαντίγραφα, τα οποία πρέπει να καταστραφούν από τους επιτηρητές, παρουσία σας.

2. Στο τετράδιο να γράψετε μόνο τα προκαταρκτικά (ημερομηνία, κατηγορία και εξεταζόμενο μάθημα). Τα ζητήματα να μην τα αντιγράψετε στο τετράδιο.

3. Να δοθούν απαντήσεις στα αγγλικά σε όλα τα ερωτήματα, τα οποία και είναι ισοδύναμα.

4.  Κάθε άποψη που θα υποστηριχθεί στην ανάπτυξη του θέματος είναι αποδεκτή, αρκεί να είναι τεκμηριωμένη.

Η ΚΕΝΤΡΙΚΗ ΕΠΙΤΡΟΠΗ ΔΙΑΓΩΝΙΣΜΟΥ εύχεται στους διαγωνιζομένους "ΚΑΛΗ ΕΠΙΤΥΧΙΑ".
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